UNITED NATIONS
UNCITRAL COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW

Modern Law
for Global Commerce

Congress to celebrate
the fortieth annual session of UNCITRAL
Vienna, 9-12 July 2007
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To celebrate its fortieth annual
session, the United Nations
Commission on International Trade
Law (UNCITRAL) is organizing the
Congress “Modern Law for Global
Commerce”. The Congress will provide
an opportunity to review the working
methods and achievements of
UNCITRAL, as well as related work

of other organizations active in the
field of international trade law,
assess ongoing-work and consider and
evaluate topics for

future work programmes.



Date and venue:
Vienna International Centre, 9-12 July 2007

Audience: a broad international audience that
will include delegates of member and observer
States and representatives of international
governmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions participating at the fortieth session of
UNCITRAL, the Legal Counsel of the United
Nations, heads of several international organi-
zations involved in the formulation of commer-
cial law, such as UNIDROIT and the Hague
Conference on Private International Law, senior
managers from multilateral and regional
financial institutions, representatives of non-
governmental organizations active in the field
of commercial law, academics, practitioners and
representatives from the public and the
private sectors.



Programme: The congress will cover a wide
range of forward-looking topics, both from an
institutional and a substantive perspective,
such as:

Monday (9 July 2007): Process and Methods
of International Rule-Making; The Roles of
Global and Regional Harmonization;
Harmonization of Commercial Law: Practical
Importance and Economic Value; Commercial
Law Development and Technical Legal
Assistance: Goals and Stakeholders;

Tuesday (10 July 2007): Economic and
Social Development through Enhanced Access
to Credit; New Horizons for Secured
Transactions; Legal Issues on Corporate
Governance; Developing Effective and Efficient
Insolvency Regimes;

Wednesday (11 July 2007): The Future of
Contract Law Harmonization; Uniform Contract
Law in Practice; Carriage of Goods in the
21st Century; Electronic Commerce: Beyond
Functional Equivalence;

Thursday (12 July 2007): New Procurement
Techniques and Current Issues on Government
Procurement; Long-term Government Contracts
and Private Investment; Steps to Ensure a
Stable Framework for the Settlement of
Commercial Disputes; Commercial Dispute
Settlement: Issues for the Future.



Speakers from all regions and legal systems will
report on practical aspects and recent develop-
ments relating to areas where uniform law
instruments already exist, as well as new areas
in need of harmonization. Open floor sessions
will allow for questions and comments by
Congress participants.

Language and Proceedings: As part of the for-
tieth session of UNCITRAL, the Congress will be
held in all official languages of the United
Nations (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish), and its proceedings will be
published by UNCITRAL.

Request for admission: Persons interested in
attending the Congress are invited to request
admission, giving their name, address, affilia-
tion and preferred language of documentation
(i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian
or Spanish), from:

UNCITRAL Secretariat

Vienna International Centre

P.0. Box 500 (Room E0455)
1400 Vienna, Austria

Fax: (+43-1) 26060-5813
Telephone: (+43-1) 26060-4060
E-mail: congress@uncitral.org
Internet: http://www.uncitral.org



Upon confirmation of their admission, partici-
pants will be sent the final Congress programme.
While participation is free of charge, voluntary
contributions to the UNCITRAL Trust Fund for
Symposia would be appreciated. Details on how
to contribute may be obtained from the UNCITRAL

secretariat address.
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