
Book before 19 September 2016
and SAVE £100 / €140

£100 off if both courses booked (*excludes early booking discount) 

To book online go to: management-forum.co.uk/product/browse/all/24

Dates and venue
Advanced Drafting Techniques
23 November 2016 - Ref: 9610
14 June 2017 - Ref: 9794
Effective Defence of EPO  
24 November 2016 - Ref: 9609
15 June 2017 - Ref: 9795
Timings for both courses
Registration and refreshments 
09.00
Start - 09.30 - Finish - 17.30

Accommodation
The Rembrandt Hotel, 
11 Thurloe Place,London   SW7 2RS
Tel: +44 (0)20 7589 8100

We have arranged a preferential rate 
for accommodation at the venue. To take advantage of this 
please contact reservations_rembrandt@sarova.co.uk 
state you are a Management Forum delegate and quote 
promo code Manforum. There are limited rooms available 
at this rate so please book early to avoid disappointment. 
For information on alternative accommodation please visit 
our website: management-forum.co.uk/venue

+44 (0)20 7749 4730
Three ways to book

management-forum.co.uk

Fees and payment  for each event

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT 	 Book BEFORE 19 September 2016 
£549.00 + VAT = £658.80 • €769.00 + VAT = €922.80

FULL PRICE 			      Book AFTER 19 September 2016
£649.00 + VAT = £778.80 • €909.00 + VAT = €1090.80

Multiple booking discount for 2nd or subsequent delegates - 15%
 £551.65 + VAT = £661.98 €772.65 + VAT = €927.18

Payment options
1. Invoice which can

be paid by bank 
transfer, credit /
debit card 

2. Online through 
	 our secure 
	 website when 
	 registering.

management-forum.co.uk+44 (0)20 7749 4730 7005
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Includes: Interactive and practical exercises

info@management-forum.co.uk

Advanced Drafting Techniques for 
Successful EPO Patent Applications

Key topics covered in this programme:

23 November 2016   •   14 June 2017   
The Rembrandt Hotel, London

n	Article 123(2) - added subject matter
n	Avoiding problems with amendments
n	Article 83 - sufficiency of disclosure

Expert trainer: 
Daniel X Thomas   Former Director in DG1, European Patent Office, Munich

Effective Defence of EPO Patent 
Applications - avoiding common
pitfalls

Key topics covered in this programme:

24 November 2016   •   15 June 2017   
The Rembrandt Hotel, London

n		 Article 84 - clarity
n		 Effective use of the problem/solution approach
n		 Article 56 - inventive step

Expert trainer: 
Daniel X Thomas   Former Director in DG1, European Patent Office, Munich

In-house training
This course is also available in-house and can be tailored to your specific needs. Our experts
come to you, saving you time and money. For more information contact Customer Services on
+44 (0)20 7749 4730 or email inhouse@management-forum.co.uk

The small print
FEE: The fee includes all meals and refreshments for the 
duration of the course and a complete set of course materials.
If you have any particular requirements please advise customer 
services when booking.
HOW TO REGISTER AND PAY: A VAT invoice and booking 
confirmation will be sent within 7 days, please contact us if you 
have not heard anything after that time. Payment can be made 
by credit/debit card, by bank transfer (for bank account details 
please see payment details section on our website). VAT no GB 
41232109. Any questions please contact Customer Services on 
+44 (0)20 7749 4730. ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED IN 
ADVANCE OF THE EVENT. 

MULTIPLE BOOKING DISCOUNTS: This discount may not be used 
in conjunction with any other offer

CANCELLATIONS AND TRANSFER: Once we have received your 
booking the place(s) are confirmed.

A maximum of one transfer is allowed. After the transfer no 
cancellation can be accepted and the full invoiced fee will be 
charged. Transfers are subject to payment of the difference on 
higher value courses. All cancellations must be received in written 
form.

For event cancellation policy and T&Cs see website
SAVE £100 / €140

when booked together
*excludes early booking discount
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Programme

09.00		 u 	 Registration and refreshments
09.30		 u 	 Article 123(2) - added subject matter	

•	 Tools used in assessing added subject matter
•	 Examples and specific cases

		  - Broadening of features
                	 - Intermediate generalisation - essentiality test

11.00		 u 	 Refreshments	
11.15		 u	 Article 123(2) - added subject matter continued 

•	 Added subject matter and extension of protection
•	 Disclaimers
•	 Care with original drafting
•	 Avoiding problems with amendments

13.00		 u 	 Lunch	
14.00		 u	 Article 83 - sufficiency of disclosure

•	 Fundamentals of insufficiency
•	 Essential features of enabling disclosure

15.00		 u 	 Refreshments	
15.15		 u	 Article 83 - sufficiency of disclosure continued

•	 Sufficiency vs added subject matter
•	 Care with original drafting
•	 Avoiding problems with amendments

16.30		 u	 Case law
17.30		 u 	 Close of course

Register now!
Register now at management-forum.co.uk or, 
for more information, call +44 (0)20 7749 4730
to speak to our customer service team or email 
info@management-forum.co.uk

Advanced Drafting Techniques for Successful EPO Patent Application
23 November 2016   •   14 June 2017,  London

Effective Defence of EPO Patent Applications – avoiding common pitfalls
24 November 2016   •   15 June 2017,  London

•	 Trainee patent attorneys
•	 EQE candidates
•	 Qualified European patent attorneys
•	 Patent attorneys in private practice
•	 Corporate patent attorneys and lawyers
•	 People working or training in intellectual property
•	 US attorneys working in Europe
Those already familiar with the field will find the 
seminars valuable for updating their knowledge.

Why you should attend
Many patent applications and patents are lost before the EPO, either before Opposition Divisions or before Appeal due to 
incorrect original drafting, and added subject matter is a recurrent problem. Amendments made during the grant 
procedure to incorporate new prior art, amount to added subject-matter, often fatal in opposition procedure before the 
EPO, and in nullity proceedings before national courts.
Sufficiency of disclosure can also be a problem and if initial disclosure is insufficient, amending it can amount to adding 
subject matter.
The purpose of this seminar is to identify the problems of added subject matter and sufficiency of disclosure, 
and show how they can be easily avoided by careful drafting.

Who should attend? These courses merit 5.5 hours per day CPD, 
and may also be relevant training under the 
IPReg CPD self-accreditation scheme

Daniel X Thomas is an electronics engineer by training. He 
started his career in the patent field as search examiner at 
the former Institut International des Brevets in The Hague 
in 1971. After incorporation of the IIB into the EPO in 1978, 
he was search examiner in the EPO’s DG1. Daniel  joined 
the EPO’s DG2 in 1979 as substantive examiner in the field 
of computers and memories. He became a Director in DG2 
in 1989, and subsequently headed directorates in various 
fields of electronics, physics and mechanics. He retired 
from the EPO on 1 January 2013 but continues to train 
patent specialists for CEIPI in Strasbourg, the epi and the 
Academy of the EPO. He also prepares candidates for the 
European Qualification Examination, and ‘grandfathers’ for 
new Contracting States.

 	

Programme

09.00		 u 	 Registration and refreshments
09.30		 u 	 Article 84 - clarity of claims	

•	 Tools used in assessing added subject matter
•	 Clarity vs novelty
•	 Structural vs functional features

11.00		 u 	 Refreshments	
11.15		 u	 Article 84 – clarity of claims continued 

•	 Essential features
•	 Effect of lack of clarity on claim interpretation
•	 Clarity in opposition

13.00		 u 	 Lunch	
14.00		 u	 Article 56 - inventive step

•	 The problem/solution approach as practiced by the EPO
•	 The steps involved in the problem/solution approach
•	 Correct application of the problem/solution approach

15.30		 u 	 Refreshments	
15.45		 u	 Article 56 - inventive step continued  

16.30		 u	 Case law
17.30		 u 	 Close of course

Why you should attend
Clarity in drafting patent claims has always been a serious issue: Clarity is required to distinguish the subject matter of a 
claim from prior art, and an unclear claim can be interpreted to the disadvantage of the applicant or proprietor. This is not 
just a formal matter, but a substantial issue of first importance. 
The ‘problem/solution’ approach is not officially part of the EPC, but is a criterion which has been developed by case law. 
It is now hard to find a decision of the Boards of Appeal which does not rely on the problem/solution approach in order to 
decide upon inventive step. It looks easy, but when applied, it should be applied correctly.  
The purpose of this seminar is to teach delegates the essentials of clarity, and the most effective use of the 
problem/solution approach, giving them an edge over other parties.

Expert trainer for both courses

In-house
T R A I N I N G

If you have 5 or more participants who could benefit 
from this training then we can come to you. We bring 
our experts to you and can develop the programme to 
your team’s specific needs at a fraction of the cost of 
multiple public course fees.

To find out how we can work with you, what you will 
get and for how much, please call Customer Services 
on +44 (0)20 7749 4730 or email 
inhouse@management-forum.co.uk

Bespoke training
solutions

•	 Tailored to your needs
•	 Face-to-Face
•	 Online 

Workshop
Practical exercises to exemplify the concepts used 

Workshop
Practical exercises to exemplify the concepts used 
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Workshop
Practical exercises to exemplify the concepts used 


