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CHAPTER 241
CINEMATOGRAPHS

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
1. Shorttitle.

2. I nterpretation.

3. Provision against cinematograph exhibition except with permission
of Minigter.

4, Supervision at exhibitionsto ensure safety fromfire.

5. Penalty for conducting exhibitionsagainst the provisionsof this
Act.

6. Duty of occupier, etc., of premiseswhere an exhibition will take
place.

7. Power of magistrate to modify agreements and to apportion expenses.
8. Power of magistrate to apportion expense of dterations.

9. Power of entry.

10. Rules

11.  Appointment of Board of Film Censors.

12.  Dutiesof censors.

13.  Apped Board.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



4 CAP. 241] Cinematographs

14. Penalty for exhibiting filmsor poster which have not been submitted
to and approved by Board.
15.  Generd pendty.
16.  Actnot applicableto privateexhibitions.
SCHEDULE
CHAPTER 241
Ch. 63,
RL.,1958. CINEMATOGRAPHS
CAP.197,
R.E. 1980-1990. [7th November, 1919]
380f 1963.
400f 1963.
30f 1966.
S.l. 44 0f 1966.
Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe CinematographsAct.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
“Board” meansthe Board of Film Censorsappointed under thisAct;
“cdluloid” meansandincludesthe substancesknown ascelluloid and xylonite
and other similar substances containing nitrated cellulose and other nitrated
products;
“censor’” meansamember of the Board,;
“cinematographfilm” meansany film containing celluloid whichisintended for
useinacinematograph or any smilar apparatus,
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“Minister” meanstheAttorney Generd;

“poster” or “film-poster” includesany printed matter, placard, illustrated pam-
phlet, photograph, picture or other devicefor advertising afilmor acinemato-
graphexhibition.

“rules” meansrulesmadeunder thisAct.

3.-(1) A personshall not conduct or alow to be presented or given by means
of acinematograph or other smilar apparatusfor the purposeof whichfilmsare
used any exhibition of picturesor other optical effectswithout thewritten per-
mission of theMinister granted under hishand or under thehand of the Solicitor
Generd.

(2 TheMinister may refuseto grant such permission or grant it subject to
therulesand subject to such specia conditionsand restrictionsto be specified
inthe permission asto him may seem fit and any such permission may bere-
voked by theMinister at any time.

4, Wherethe Minigter grantsany permission upon condition that theexhi-
bition be conducted under the superintendence of some officer or person des-
ignated in the permission, such officer or person may at any time order the
exhibitionto ceaseor giveany other direction which hemay think necessary for
ensuring the safety fromfire of the premisesat which theexhibition takesplace
and of the peopl e attending the exhibition.

5. Every person who conductsor who in any way assistsin conducting
any exhibitionin contravention of thisAct or any rulesor of any conditionor
restriction specifiedinapermisson granted under thisAct commitsan offence.
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6.-(1) Theoccupier or the person who managesor receivestherent of any
premisesa whichitisproposed to conduct any exhibition shal ascertainwhether
therequisite permission of the Government has been obtained, and if so, the
termsof such permission.

(2) Suchoccupier or person shall aso givenoticeto the Commissioner of
Policeor totheofficer incharge of the nearest Police stationif, and so soon as
he hasreasonto believethat thereisan intention to proceed with theexhibition
either without the Minister’ spermission or with such permission but without
having everything donewhich may berequired under such permissionto be
donepreviousto theexhibition taking place.

(3) Any occupier or person referred toin thissectionwhofailsto comply
withtheprovisionsof thissection commitsan offenceagainst thisAct.

7. If any occupier of premisesisprevented by any agreement from car-
rying out any structurd aterationswhich are necessary to enable himto com-
ply with the provisions of thisAct or any rules, and isunableto obtain the
consent to those alterations of the person whose consent is necessary under
the agreement, he may apply in asummary manner to the magistrate of the
district inwhichthe premisesare situated and the magi strate, after hearing the
partiesand any witnesseswhom they may desireto call, may make such an
order setting aside or modifying thetermsof the agreement ashe considers
just and equitableinthe circumstances of the case.

8. Whereinany premisesany structura or other aterationsarerequired
inorder to comply with the provisionsof this Act and of any rules, and the
occupier alegesthat thewholeor part of the expense of the alterations ought
to beborne by the owner, the occupier may apply inasummary manner tothe
magistrateof thedigtrictinwhichthe premisesare situated and themagistrate,
after hearing the partiesand any witnesseswhom they may desireto call, may
make such order concerning the expenses or their apportionment as he con-
sidersjust and equitablein the circumstances of the case, regard being had to
thetermsof the contract between the parties; or inthealternativethe magis-
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tratemay, at therequest of the occupier , determinethelease.

0. A policeofficer or any officer appointed for the purposeby theMinis-  Power of entry.
ter may at al reasonabletimesenter any premisesinwhich hehasreasonto  400f 1963.
believethat an exhibitionisbeing or isabout to be given with aview to seeing

whether the provisionsof thisAct or therulesor the conditionsof any permis-

sion granted under this Act have been complied with, and if any person pre-

ventsor obstructsthe entry of apolice officer or an officer appointed by the

Minister, such person commitsan offenceagainst thisAct.

10.  TheMinister may makerulesashethinksexpedient for regulatingand  Rules.
controlling cinematograph and other smilar exhibitions.

11.-(1) TheMinister may fromtimeto timeappoint fit persons, not lessthan  Appointment of
threein number, asthe Minister thinks necessary, ascensors, who shall to- Boardof Film
gether constitute aBoard of Film Censorsfor Belize, for thepurposeof cen-  Censors.
soring cinematograph filmsand film-posters.

(2) Thecensorsshall hold office during the Minister’ spleasure, and the
Minister shall nominate one of the censorsas Chairman of the Board.

(3) Noticeof any such appointment and of any revocation thereof shal be
published inthe Gazette.

12.-(2) It shal betheduty of the censor or censorsdeputed for thepurposeby  Duties of
the Chairman of the Board, to examine every cinematograph filmand every  censors.
film-poster submitted to the Board for approval, and the censor or censors so

deputed may exerciseall the powersof the Board.

(2) TheBoard'sapproval shal not begiveninthecaseof any filmor any
poster which in the opinion of the Board depicts any matter that isagainst
public order and decency, or the exhibition of which for any other reasonisin
the opinion of the Board undesirablein the public interest.
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Schedule.

Appeal Board.
400f 1963.

Penalty for
exhibitingfilmsor
poster which have
not been
submitted to and
approved by
Board.

Genera pendlty.

(3) Asregardsafilm, such approva may begiven generally or on condi-
tionthat any portion of afilm shall be omitted, or may begiven subjecttoa
conditionthat thefilm or aportion of thefilm shal beexhibited only to persons
of aspecified ageor sex or only at certaintimes.

(4) Such gpprova shdl besignified by acertificateintheform set forthin
the Schedule or to the like effect and such certificate may at any time be
cancelled by noticeinwriting.

(5) A filmtowhichany matter hasbeen added after it has been approved
by the Board shall be again submitted for approval, and until it hasbeen again
approved shall be deemed not to have been approved.

13.-(1) For thepurposesof thisAct, thereshall bean Appea Board, consist-
ing of aChairman and eight other personsnominated by the Minister, and any
person aggrieved by adecision of the Board may appeal to the Apped Board
whaosedecision shall befinal.

(2) Thequorum of the Appeal Board shal befivebut subject thereto the
Appea Board may act notwithstanding any vacancy intheir number.

(3) Intheabsence of the Chairman from ameeting the membersof the
Appeda Board present at the meeting shall elect one of their number to act as
Chairman during such absence.

14.  Any personwhoexhibitsany cinematographfilmor exhibits, displays,
publishesor distributesany film-poster, unlesssuch film or poster hasbeen
submitted to and approved by the Board in the manner hereinbefore pro-
vided, commitsan offenceagainst thisAct.

15. Every personwho commitsan offenceagainst thisAct or against any
provision of therulesshall beliable on summary convictionto afine not ex-
ceeding onethousand dollarsor in default of payment toimprisonment for any
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term not exceeding Six months.

16.  ThisAct shall not apply to anexhibitiongivenin privatepremisesto  Act not

which the public are not admitted whether on payment or otherwise. Sfilf\’/';tcgb' eto
exhibition.
SCHEDULE
[Section 12 (4)]
WE CERTIFY having examined onthe day of
20 , afilmentitled submitted

tothe Board of Film Censorsand have approved of the same being
exhibited within Belize subject to thefollowing conditions:-
(specify conditions, if any).

For the Board of Film Censors.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



