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CAP. 227] Broadcasting and Television

SCHEDULE
CHAPTER 227
CAP 187A,
R.E. 1980-1990.
110f 1982 BROADCASTINGAND TELEVISION
12 of 1994.
Commencement. [Ist March, 1984]
S.l. 18 0f 1984.
Short title. 1. ThisAct may becited asthe Broadcasting and Television Act.
Interpretation. 2. For the purpose of thisAct-
“Authority” meansthe Belize Broadcasting Authority established under
section 3(1);
“Board” meansthe Board of Directorsestablished under section 3(3);
“broadcast” meanstransmission by meansof aradio stationor atelevison
dation;
“licence” meansalicenceissued to aperson permitting that personto
operatearadio station or television station,
“licensee” meansthe holder of alicence;
““Minister” meansMinister respons blefor broadcasting;
“radio station” means-

(a) astation for transmission, by means of radio waves, of
matter designed for aural reception by the general
public; or
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Broadcasting and Television [CAP. 227 5

(b) astation for transmission, by means of awired network
connecting a transmitting instrument to a number of
receiving instruments, of matter designed for aural
reception by the general public,

andincludesthe studio, transmitting station and techni cal equipment provided
for usein connectionwith thetransmission;

“radiowaves’ meanse ectromagnetic waves propagated in free space without
theuseof artificid guides,

“Secretary” meansthe person for thetime being performing the functions of
secretary tothe Board;

“tdevisongation’ means-

€)) astation for the transmission by means of radio waves of
fixed or moving images and associated sound designed for
reception by the general public or by any person or class
of persons; or

(b) astation for the transmission by meansof awired or other
guided network connecting atransmitting instrument to a
number of receiving instruments of matter designed for
visual reception by the general public or by any person or
class of persons,

and includesthe studio, transmitting station and technica equipment used for
the purposes of such transmission.

3.-(1) For the purposesof thisAct thereisestablished an Authority, known ~ Establishment of
asthe Belize Broadcasting Authority, which shall beabody corporatehaving Bz

perpetual succession and acommon seal which shall bejudicially noticed and E\L‘;;]“;fﬁji;‘ﬁd

Board of
Directors.
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6 CAP. 227] Broadcasting and Television

which may sueand be sued inits corporate name and may make contracts
and hold and dispose of land of whatever tenure and other property for the
purposeof carrying out itsfunctionsunder thisAct.

(2) All deeds, documentsor other instrumentsrequiring the seal of
the Authority shall be sealed with the common sedl of the Authority inthe
presence of the Chairman and one other member of the Authority who shall
sign every such deed, document or other instrument towhichthesedl is
affixed.

(3) Thereisestablished aBoard of Directorsfor the purposes of
directing theaffairsof the Authority, and the congtitution of the Board shdll

Schedule. be as set out in the Schedul e hereto.

12 of 1994, (4) TheMinister may, fromtimeto timeby Order publishedinthe
Schedule. Gazette, amend the Schedule.

Functions of 4.-(1) Thefunctionsof the Authority are-

Authority.

@ to advisethe Minister on any matter withinitsknowledge
or inrespect of which the Minister seeksadvice;

(b)  toadvisetheMinister regarding thetermsand conditions
subject towhich licencesto which thisAct relatesareto
beissued,;

(c) to obtain from any licensee such information as may be
prescribed rel ating to the operations and programmes run
by that licensee;

(d) to ensurethat the services provided by radio stationsand
television stationsarein accordance with plans prepared
by the Authority and approved by the Minister;
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Broadcasting and Television [CAP. 227 7

(e to ensure that-

() thetechnical equipment in useat radio stationsand
television stationsis maintained by the operators
of those stationsin accordance with such standards
and practices asthe Board considers appropriate;

(in) the operations at radio stations and television
stations are carried out in compliance with such
standards and practices as the Board considers

appropriate;

(i)  thetermsand conditionsof licencesare complied
with;

(f) toinstitute legal proceedingsin any court of law on any
matter relating to the proper management and regul ation
of radio and television in Belize and for this purpose it
shall be deemed a Public Authority within the meaning of
section 2 of the Public Authorities Protection Act; CAPR3L.

(9  toperform such other functionsin relation to radio and
television stations as may be prescribed.

(2) TheAuthority may determine-

€)) the hours during which programmes may be broadcast or
televised;

(b) the conditions subject to which advertisements may be
broadcast or televised by licensees; and

(c) the types of programmes which may be broadcast or
televised and the use of certain programmes of an
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Radio and
television
licences.

Inspection of
records.

educational, cultural, sporting or scientific nature or such
programmes as the Authority may reasonably requirein
the public interest at such time or times as may be
prescribed.

(3) The Authority may, inexercisingitsfunctionsunder this section,
consult with the operatorsof radio and television stations.

5.-(1) No person shall establish or operate any radio or tel evision station or
useany apparatusor ingalation for the purposes of broadcasting except under
and in accordance with alicence issued to him by the Minister and upon
payment of such feeasthe Minister prescribes.

(2) Anagpplicationfor alicencemust bemadeinwritingtothe Chairman
of the Board in such form and containing such particulars asthe Minister
approves.

(3) TheBoard shall withinfour weeksfromthedate of itsreceiving an
application submit that application to the Minister with arecommendation for
thegrant or refusal of the application, stating in either casethereasonsfor its
recommendation.

(4) TheMinigter may, upon receiving therecommendation of theBoard,
issuealicenceto the gpplicant on such termsand conditionsashethinksfit or
he may refusethe application.

(5) Every licenceissued under thisAct iseffectivefor such period from
thedate of issueasthe Minister may determinein each caseandisrenewable
for alike period unlessthe Minister otherwisedirects.

6. The Authority may, for the purpose of performingitsfunctionsunder
thisAct, by noticeinwriting, requirethe operator of aradio station or television
station to appear before the Authority and present such recordsin connection
with such station asthe Authority requires.
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7. Membersof the Board are entitled to payment of such travelling and
other alowancesasthe Minister may approve.

8.-(1) TheBoard shall, not later than threemonthsafter theend of each financia
year, submit to the Minister areport of the operationsof the Authority during
the preceding year and thereport shall include-

(@)

(b)

(©)

information regarding the performance of licenseesduring
theyear under review;

asummary of the decisionsof the Board in respect of any
matter it has acted upon; and

detailed information in respect of any matter that the Board
considers to be of public importance in relation to
broadcasting and television.

(2) A copy of thereport referred toin subsection (1) shdl beprinted and
laid onthetablesof the Senate and of the House of Representativesand published
inthe Gazette not later than 3 months after those reports are compl eted.

9.-(1) TheMinister may, in consultationwith the Authority, makeregulationson
any of thefollowing matters-

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)
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station and programme identification, in the course of
broadcasting and tel evising of programmes;

theidentification of sponsorsand speakers,

the records to be kept by licensees and the time, place
and manner of their production to the Authority;

the control of the character and standards of programmes
for broadcasting and televising by licensees,
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10 CAP.227]
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(€)
(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

prescribing the geographic area of operation of alicence;

the proportioning of timeallocated for advertising during
programmes broadcast by licensees and the control to
be exercised in respect of the nature of such advertising;

the allocation of time by licenseesto the broadcasting
and televising of mattersof religious, political or industrial
controversy and the ensuring of the preservation of due
impartiality in programmesrel ating to such matters;

the allocation of time by licenseesto the broadcasting
and televising of matters of an educational, cultural,
sporting or scientific nature; and

the prescribing of anything that isby this Act authorised
or required to be prescribed.

(2) Any regulation made under thissection shall be subject to negative
resolution of theNationa Assembly.

Offences. 10.-(1) Any person who-

(@)

(b)
(©)
(d)
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establishes or operates aradio or television station or
establishes or uses any apparatus or installation for the
purposes of broadcasting or televising without having first
obtained alicence under thisAct;

failsto comply with anotice given under section 6;
contravenes any of theregulations; or

failsto comply with the conditions of alicencethat has
beenissuedto him,
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Broadcasting and Television [CAP. 227 11

commitsan offenceand shall beliableto afineof fivethousand dollarsor to
imprisonment for aterm of twelve months or to both; and in the case of a
conviction under paragraph (a) hereintheinsta lation or gpparatusin respect of
whichtheconvictionisobtained shall beliabletoforfeiture.

(2) TheMinister may, notwithstanding any penalty acourtimposesona
person under subsection (1), revokethelicenceissued to that person.

11.-(1) Proceedings in respect of an offence under section 10 (1) may be  Owneror

ingtituted summerily. occupier on
whose premises
(2) Inany proceedingsin respect of an offence under section 10 (1), a g;g?;%t;ngr

personin possession of premises, inor onwhichthereisfoundany broadcasting  jnstallationis
or television apparatusor installation in respect of which alicenceisrequired  found.

and none has been obtained under thisAct or inrespect of which nolicenceis

inforce, shal, unlessthe contrary isproved, be deemed to be the person who

established, or asthe case may be, isusing that apparatusor installation.

12.  Alicenseeshdl, beforethe commencement of theoperationof aradio  Specia

or television station and every year thereafter on theanniversary dateof such ~ obligations of
commencement, certify to the satisfaction of the Board that he hascomplied  icensee.
withal thetechnica requirementsmadeof him by the TdecommunicationsAct  CAP.229.

or any other law for thetime being in force and has obtained the necessary

licenceor permit.

13. All expensesincurredintheadministration of thisAct aretobedefrayed  Expenses.
out of moneysvoted by the National Assembly for the purpose.
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12 of 1994.

CAP. 229,

SCHEDULE

1.-(2) TheBoard shall consist of eight personsappointed by the Minister, two
of whom shall bethe Permanent Secretary to the Ministry responsiblefor
broadcasting and the Director of Telecommunications (appointed under the
Telecommunications Act), ex officio and athird representing the television
industry.

(2) TheMinister shall appoint one of the membersof the Board to be
itsChairman.

2. Subject to this Schedul e, each member of the Board shall hold office
for aperiod of oneyear but iseligiblefor re-appointment.

3. A member may at any timeresign hisoffice by instrument inwriting
addressed to the Chairman who shall immediately forward it to the Mini ster
and, asfromthedate of receipt of theinstrument by the Minister, unlesssome
other dateis mentioned in theinstrument, that member shall ceaseto bea
member of the Board.

4. TheCharmanmay at any timeresign hisofficeby insrument inwriting
addressed to the Minister and, asfrom the date of thereceipt of theinstrument
by the Minister, unless some other dateis mentioned in theinstrument, the
Chairman shall ceaseto be Chairman and al so to be amember of the Board.

5. A member whofailsto attend three consecutive meetingsof the Board
without reasonabl e cause shall ceaseto beamember thereof.

6. Whereavacancy occursinthemembership of theBoard, theMinister
may appoint aperson to fill that vacancy for the unexpired portion of the
period of oneyear.

7. The Board shall meet at |east once every quarter or at such shorter
intervalsasmay be necessary for thetransaction of business.
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Broadcasting and Television [CAP. 227 13

8. Meetings of the Board shall be at such placesand timesasthe Board
determines.

0. The Chairman may at any time call aspecia meeting and shall doso
within seven days of hisbeing requested to do soinwriting by not lessthan
three membersof the Board.

10.  TheChairmanshall presideat all meetingsof the Board but where at
any meeting the Chairman is absent the members present and constituting a
guorum may el ect aperson from among themselvesto be Chairman for that
mesting.

11. A mgority of themembersof the Board shall congtitute aquorum.

12. Decisionsof theBoard shall beby amajority of votes.

13. Every member of the Board shall have onevote but in casewherethe
votingisequa the Chairman has, in additionto hisorigina vote, acasting vote.

14.  Theappointment, removal, death or resignation of amember of the
Board shall benotified in the Gazette.

15.  Subject tothe provisionsof section 3 (2) of the Act, all documents
made by, and decisions of, the Board shall be signed by the Chairman or by
any member of the Board authorised to act in that behalf or by the Secretary.

16. Subject to this Schedul e, the Board may regul ateits own procedure.
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